
Working	  Community	  of	  Danube	  Countries	  –	  Working	  Groups:	  Ecology	  focusing	  on	  soil	  protec;on	  and	  
sustainability	  /	  rural	  development	  

Presiding:	  	  Lower	  Austria	  –	  Department	  of	  Rural	  Development	  
Contact:	  Dr.	  Erwin	  Szlezak,	  Chris;an	  Steiner,	  Grad.-‐Eng.,	  Lower	  Austrian	  Government,	  

mail:	  	  info@unserboden.at	  

Work	  Program	  	  	  

SOIL	  PROTECTION	  AND	  SUSTAINABILITY 	  	  
IN	  THE	  DANUBE	  REGION	  

St.	  Poelten,	  March	  29,	  2012	  



Contribu)ons	  to	  Sustainable	  Development	  in	  the	  Danube	  Region	  

Ecology	  Working	  Group	  focusing	  on	  soil	  protec)on	  and	  sustainability	  
Presiding:	  Lower	  Austria,	  Dept.	  of	  Rural	  Development,	  Dr.	  Erwin	  Szlezak	  

•  The	  Danube	  region	  shall	  serve	  as	  a	  best-‐pracSce	  example	  for	  linking	  
European	  strategies	  and	  policies	  for	  a	  sustainable	  use	  
–  of	  soil,	  and	  soil	  protecSon,	  
–  of	  natural	  and	  social	  resources,	  
–  of	  the	  capabiliSes	  for	  the	  future	  of	  rural	  areas,	  
–  of	  a	  sustainable	  economy	  
–  and	  of	  responsible	  acSng	  on	  the	  regional	  and	  local	  /	  communal	  

levels.	  

•  Pilot	  projects	  implemented	  under	  the	  patronage	  of	  the	  Strategy	  for	  
the	  Danube	  Region	  shall	  prepare	  the	  stage	  for	  boXom-‐up	  iniSaSves	  
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Contribu)ons	  to	  Sustainable	  Development	  in	  the	  Danube	  Region	  

•  Various	   naSonal	   approaches	   towards	   soil	   protecSon	   and	  
sustainable	  projects	  shall	  be	  tested	  and	  compared.	  

•  The	  experience	  gained	  shall	  be	  reported	  on	  the	  European	  level	  and	  
help	  design	  policies	  that	  beXer	  address	  regional	  needs.	  

•  AXempts	  to	  enhance	  soil	  protecSon	  and	  sustainable	  land	  use	  shall	  
address	   all	   dimensions	   of	   sustainability,	   including	   and	   integraSng	  
ecological,	  social	  and	  economic	  aspects	  on	  the	  catchment	  scale.	  

•  Address	   the	   issue	  of	   the	  ever	  decreasing	  proporSon	  of	   farmers	   in	  
the	   context	   of	   maintaining	   rural	   areas	   and	   agriculture	   in	   the	  
Danube	  catchment	  area.	  
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Soil	  ProtecSon	  &	  CreaSon	  of	  Awareness	  
•  One	   of	   the	   prioriSes	   of	   soil	   protecSon	   and	   sustainable	   land	   use	   in	   the	   Danube	  

region	   shall	   be	   linking	   them	   to	  hydrology	   and	  water	   quality	   issues	  on	   the	  whole	  
catchment	  scale.	  This	   implies	  that	  also	  soil	  quality	  and	  soil	  degradaSon	  processes	  
need	  to	  be	  addressed	  throughout	  the	  catchment	  area	  (area-‐wide	  soil	  protecSon).	  

•  In	  parScular,	  the	  following	  aspects	  shall	  be	  addressed:	  
–  Soil	   erosion,	   transportaSon	   of	   sediments,	   and	   eutrophicaSon	   of	   river	   waters,	   organic	  

maXer	  and	  nutrient	  losses	  
–  Carbon	  storage	  in	  soils	  as	  related	  to	  soil	  properSes,	  and	  more	  sustainable	  land	  use	  and	  

management	  pracSces	  
–  EvaluaSon	  of	   soil	   funcSons	   and	   services	   and	   their	   integraSon	   into	   spaSal	   planning	  on	  

the	  regional	  and	  communal	  levels	  
–  TesSng	  and	  discussing	   the	   feasibility	   and	  efficiency	  of	  proposed	  EU	   strategies,	   such	  as	  

the	  Framework	  DirecSve	  for	  Soil	  ProtecSon	  and	  alternaSve	  approaches	  on	  the	  regional	  
and	  local	  levels	  

–  Build-‐up	  of	  a	  common	  soil	  database	  and	  soil	  map	  for	  the	  Danube	  catchment	  area	  using	  
the	  wealth	  of	  exisSng	  data	  

–  CreaSon	  of	  awareness	  of	  the	  value	  of	  our	  limited	  and	  non-‐renewable	  soil	  resources,	  and	  
of	  the	  need	  for	  more	  sustainable	  land	  use	  through	  cross-‐border	  projects	  and	  iniSaSves	  
in	  the	  communal	  and	  educaSonal	  fields	  

–  Deepening	   and	   extending	   an	   “arSsSc	   approach“	   towards	   soil	   protecSon	   through	  
“soilart“	  and	  “with	  the	  Colours	  of	  the	  Earth“	  
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Sustainability	  /	  Social	  ProducSon	  
Prac)cal	  Examples	  of	  „Social	  Produc)on“:	  VALUE	  CREATION	  THROUGH	  APPRECIATION	  

Supervised,	  process-‐oriented	  cooperaSons	  between	  enterprises,	  public	   insStuSons	  and	  social	  enterprises	  create	  
sustainable	  products	  and	  services:	  from	  the	  region	  –	  for	  the	  region!	  

Ini)al	  Situa)on	  &	  Visions:	  
  Against	  the	  background	  of	  a	  necessary	  change	  of	  our	  econmic	  system,	  on	  a	  global	  scale	  and	   in	  Europe,	  the	  

model	   of	   „social	   producSon“	   in	   cooperaSon	   between	   enterprises/the	   public	   sector	   and	   social	   insStuSons	  
offers	  a	  sustainable	  and	  desirable	  way	  of	  economy	  for	  all	  parSes	  concerned.	  

  Clear	  producSon	  processes	  are	  handled	  in	  the	  region,	  and	  need	  not	  be	  outsourced	  to	  the	  Far	  East.	  
  Enterprises	  use	  company	  waste	  in	  an	  innovaSve,	  creaSve	  and	  value	  creaSng	  way	  for	  the	  producSon	  of	  quality	  

products	  in	  supervised	  cooperaSons	  with	  social	  enterprises.	  

Projects/Goals:	  
1.  StarSng	  with	  pilot	  projects	  successfully	  implemented	  in	  Lower	  Austria,	  the	  example	  of	  „social	  producSon“	  will	  

for	  the	  Sme	  being	  be	  tested	  in	  the	  region	  of	  East	  Austria	  /	  West	  Hungary.	  
2.  Economic	  enterprises	   and	  public	   administraSon	  will	   develop	  at	   least	   100	   sustainable	  examples	  of	   products	  

and	  services,	  which	  can	  be	  implemented.	  These	  will	  be	  evaluated	  and	  supervised	  scienSfically.	  On	  the	  basis	  of	  
these	   findings,	   educaSon	   and	   further	   training	   modules	   will	   be	   elaborated	   for	   pracScally	   implementable,	  
creaSve	  and	  technical	  knowledge	  transfer.	  

3.  The	  experience	  gained	  will	  be	  implemented	  through	  a	  social-‐economic	  plagorm	  in	  further	  projects	  and	  within	  
the	  framework	  of	  the	  EUSDR	  in	  further	  areas	  in	  the	  Danube	  region,	  and	  if	  required	  also	  beyond	  this	  region.	  

4.  The	  project	  idea	  of	  „social	  producSon“	  and	  all	  steps	  towards	  its	  further	  development	  shall	  be	  implemented	  as	  
an	  implementaSon	  project	  of	  the	  Austrian	  Strategy	  for	  Sustainable	  Development,	  and	  shall	  also	  be	  integrated	  
into	  regional	  climate	  strategies,	  for	  instance	  as	  a	  “best-‐pracSce	  example	  for	  local	  and	  global	  responsibility“.	  
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Rural	  Development	  
Rural	  Development	  Working	  Group	  within	  Working	  Community	  of	  Danube	  	  

Countries	  
Presiding:	  Lower	  Austria,	  Dept.	  of	  Rural	  Development,	  ChrisSan	  Steiner,	  Grad.	  Eng.,	  and	  Thomas	  MiXerstoeger,	  

Grad.	  Eng.	  

Goals:	  
•  The	  Rural	  Development	  Working	  Group	  serves	  

–  on	   the	   level	   of	   the	   regions	   as	   an	   informaSon	   plagorm	  on	   projects	   fostering	  
development	  of	  the	  rural	  areas;	  

–  towards	  the	  building	  and	  reinforcement	  of	   internaSonal	  contacts	  as	  intended	  
by	  the	  EU	  Danube	  Region	  Strategy,	  and	  

–  towards	   the	   strengthening	  of	   exisSng	  networks	   in	   the	  Danube	   region,	  which	  
are	  concerned	  with	  issues	  affecSng	  the	  rural	  areas.	  

•  The	  Working	  Group	   is	   concerned	  with	   cross-‐border	   and	   transnaSonal	  projects	   in	  
respect	  of	  
–  their	  iniSaSon;	  
–  exchange	  of	  informaSon;	  and	  
–  disseminaSng	  their	  results	  into	  regional	  networks.	  

•  The	  Working	  Group	  is	  engaged	  in	  the	  preparaSon	  and	  communicaSon	  of	  technical	  
posiSon	   papers	   on	   topics	   pertaining	   to	   the	   development	   of	   the	   rural	   areas	   to	  
superordinate	  decision	  making	  levels	  (naSonal,	  EU,	  and	  Danube	  region).	  
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Rural	  Development	  
Content	  Alignment:	  
•  Projects	  strengthening	  awareness	  of	  rural	  areas	  ought	  to	  be	  discussed	  within	  the	  

working	  group.	  
•  Projects	   ought	   to	   have	   some	   sustainable	   development	   of	   rural	   areas	   as	   their	  

content.	  
•  Working	  out	  the	  similariSes	  and	  differences	  between	  the	  various	  rural	  areas	  in	  the	  

Danube	  region,	   in	  order	  to	  develop	  perspecSves	  and	   joint	  acSon	  plans	  for	  a	  vital	  
development	  of	  these	  regions.	  

•  Underscoring	   the	   viability	   for	   the	   future	   of	   rural	   zones	   and	   developing	   tools	   for	  
implementaSon	   based	   on	   economic,	   ecological	   and	   social	   aspects,	   and	  
encouraging	  acSve	  ciSzenship.	  

Further	  procedure:	  
•  IdenSficaSon	  of	  contact	  persons	  and	  partner	  organizaSons	  in	  the	  Danube	  region	  
•  Assembling	  a	  collecSon	  of	  cross-‐border	  and	  transnaSonal	  projects	  facilitated	  by	  an	  

underlying	  project	  database	  
•  PresentaSon	   of	   cross-‐border	   and	   transnaSonal	   projects	   at	   the	   next	   general	  

meeSng	  (prospecSvely	  in	  spring	  2013)	  
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